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The Eyes Wide Open Film series presents 

Unconstitutional 
A documentary that investigates the ways in which the civil liberties of American citizens and immigrants  

have been rolled back since September 11, 2001 and the Patriot Act. 
Director/Producer: Nonny de la Peña  
Executive Producer: Robert Greenwald 
2004. DVD. (To buy, https://www.publicinterestpictures.org/store/store.html – price, $9.95). 
 
The fall of 2001 brought us assaults against Americans’ comfort zone on many fronts. We learned that we could fall 
victim to attacks on US soil and we learned that those guarantees provided to us in the Constitution were equally 
vulnerable. Unconstitutional: The War on Our Civil Liberties is the third in a series of Public Interest Pictures films 
that follows Unprecedented: The 2000 Presidential Election and Uncovered: The War on Iraq. True to their legacy, 
Unconstitutional provides the facts and stories that illuminate administration lies, wrongheaded policies, and the real 
victims of these actions – the American people. 
Here, you’ll get the real story behind the USA PATRIOT Act and other administration policies and the gut wrenching 
stories behind those affected – from law-abiding store clerks to United States Olympians unable to travel. It’ll remind 
you of what America used to stand for and what it seems we’re falling for now. In short, this one-hour film will 
affirm why you’re angry and give you a tool to help others join your ranks. 
“We created Unconstitutional to show Americans the extent to which our civil liberties and our freedoms have been 
trampled upon by our government since 9/11,” said Robert Greenwald, the film’s executive producer. “The more 
Americans understand what is at stake, and what has already been lost, the more determined we become to protect our 
rights.” Unconstitutional, which was written, directed and produced by Nonny de la Peña, explores how the Patriot 
Act has taken away checks on law enforcement and continues to endanger the civil liberties of all Americans. The 
Patriot Act, which was passed just 45 days after September 11 with virtually no debate, is being met with a significant 
grassroots groundswell from across the political spectrum. Resolutions opposing the Patriot Act have passed in 
approximately 340 communities in 41 states, including four statewide resolutions. These communities represent over 
53 million people who believe that the Patriot Act goes too far. Unconstitutional is a chilling look at how the Patriot 
Act went too far, too fast in restricting important liberties while not making us any safer,” ACLU Executive Director 
Anthony Romero said. “The ACLU is proud to support Greenwald’s effort to present a bipartisan view of the 
problems with the Patriot Act.” By focusing on the personal stories of real people, Unconstitutional aims to reveal 
how paranoia, fear and racial profiling have led to gross infringements on freedom and democracy without 
strengthening national security. In addition to interviews with Romero, the film features a diverse cross-section of 
people. Web site: http://www.publicinterestpictures.org/unconstitutional/
Nonny De la Peña has four feature length documentaries to her credit, including the critically acclaimed The 
Jaundiced Eye. She has also contributed investigative reports for BBC’s Omnibus & Inside Story, A&E’s 
Investigative Reports and The Discovery Channel, and was part of the team that created HBO’s Death on the Job, 
which was nominated for an Academy Award. For more information, please visit the ACLU website 
(http://www.aclu.org/). 

http://www.publicinterestpictures.org/unconstitutional/
http://www.aclu.org/


A few brief facts about the USA PATRIOT ACT of 2001 
The name of the act is an acronym for “United and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept 
and Obstruct Terrorism”. 
 October 23, 24 2001: Considered and passed the House 
 October 25: Considered and passed the Senate 
 Signed by the Present October 26 2001. This was barely seven weeks after the fall of the World Trade Center, 9/11/2001. 
The bill is officially Public Law 107-56–Oct.26, 2001. Full title: “An Act to deter and punish terrorist acts in the United States 
and around the world, to enhance law enforcement investigatory tools, and for other purposes”. It contains ten Titles, eight Sub-
sections and 155 sections; depending on the source, it comprises from 132 to around 300 pages of text. 
“Congress passed the USA PATRIOT Act (the Act) in response to the terrorists’ attacks of September 11, 2001. The Act gives 
federal officials greater authority to track and intercept communications, both for law enforcement and foreign intelligence 
gathering purposes. It vests the Secretary of the Treasury with regulatory powers to combat corruption of U.S. financial 
institutions for foreign money laundering purposes. It seeks to further close our borders to foreign terrorists and to detain and 
remove those within our borders. It creates new crimes, new penalties, and new procedural efficiencies for use against domestic 
and international terrorists. Although it is not without safeguards, critics contend some of its provisions go too far. Although it 
grants many of the enhancements sought by the Department of Justice, others are concerned that it does not go far 
enough”(Doyle, 2002, The USA PATRIOT Act: A Legal Analysis, CRS Report RL31337). 
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• For an easily accessible PDF file of the Patriot Act, see http://news.findlaw.com/cnn/docs/terrorism/hr3162.pdf 

• For an abbreviated version of Charles Doyle [Senior Specialist, American Law Division], The USA PATRIOT Act: A 
Legal Analysis, CRS [.Congressional Research Service of the Library of Congress] Report RL31377, April 18 2002, 
see  http://www.fas.org/irp/crs/RS21203.pdf 
 
Internet resources on the Patriot Act: 
 
• ACLU site on the Patriot Act http://www.reformthepatriotact.org/ 
  Surveillance Under the USA PATRIOT Act: http://www.aclu.org/SafeandFree/SafeandFree.cfm?ID=12263&c=206 
  Section 215 FAQ: http://www.aclu.org/Privacy/Privacy.cfm?ID=11054&c=130 
  Patriot Act II Fact Sheet : http://www.aclu.org/SafeandFree/SafeandFree.cfm?ID=12234&c=206 
  Further analysis: http://www.aclu.org/SafeandFree/SafeandFree.cfm?ID=12224&c=207 
 
• Article on Patriot Act II http://www.alternet.org/rights/22134/ 
• Electronic Privacy Information Center site on the Patriot Act: http://www.epic.org/privacy/terrorism/usapatriot/ 
• Campaign for Reader Privacy - info on section 215 of the Patriot Act: http://www.readerprivacy.org/info.jsp 

*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*= 
US Citizens for Peace and Justice, upcoming events, June 2005 

• Party on the Square (Palazzo Chigi, Piazza Colonna) with Control Arms: June 18, 5–9 pm 
• Social Event: June 22, 6–9 pm at The Beehive 

• Details and reservations on our web site: 
 http://www.peaceandjustice.it
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